26.3 “Primate Evolution”

Study Guide

Key Questions:
1) What characteristics do all primates share?

2) What are the major evolutionary groups of primates?

3) What adaptations enabled later hominines to walk upright?

4) What is the current scientific thinking about the genus Homo?

Vocabulary and Questions:
1) Lemurs, monkeys, great apes, and humans are _____________________________.

2) What characteristics do all primates share? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Define binocular vision. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) What group of primates do the humans belong to? _____________________
5) Define anthropoid. __________________________________________________________________

6) Define prehensile tail. __________________________________________________________________

7) Great apes include __________________________________________________________________

8) Great apes are also called ____________________________.

9) _____________________________ are our closest relatives.

10) Humans split from the lines that led to chimpanzees around ____________ million years ago.

11) ________________ studies agree with fossil evidence about the time these lines split.

12) Fossils of early hominines show change in __________________________________________________________________
13) Animals that walk on two feet are said to be ________________________.

14) Define opposable thumb. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15) Hominines also evolved much larger __________________ than other apes.
16) What adaptations enabled later hominines species to walk upright? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17) About ______________ million years ago the genus ______________ arose in Africa.

18) The most accepted hypothesis says that modern humans (Homo sapiens) evolved in ___________________ about ________________________ years ago.

19) _______________ from modern humans strongly supports the hypothesis that Homo sapiens came out of Africa.

20) Major trends in human evolution.
a. Brain size ___________________.
b. Jaw size __________________.
c. Language was ________________.
d. Tool use ______________.
